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A Chicl of Marning. Scends and Kewuros Management al (e Santa Monica Montiins
Mational Fecetslion Anca ind & anocokogast Familiar with the conlogical conooms ncing
mnsh of Califemaa, | wrse 16 vou sday g0 heghlight some of the superiative ﬂ:-:llwi:.ﬂ wahics
Easibated with he ARmanson Ranch peopemy. In pamicelar, | nok taa) withol cakensive
peviceied parkland in the Simi Hillls, Including habasts in and asound Alkmanson Ranch, we
maary eopandize the vasbiling of the parklandy alresdy sequired in the Sont Monsca hMogsbaina
and |punt at risk & pubic inmi 0 consernve ihese respunces s perpemty.

The Abmameon Ranch inclodes a lange poriben of crucial core habvitm in the Simi Hills, roh
of the Sania Mondca Moandains and south of ke Senta Susana Mounizne. Dassd o sl
wr and cdher sciertisis have conducted over the lasf several veass, we know D the Simi
Hills gontasy shandant wildlife, inchiding nvale deer. badgers. babcatz, gray lones. covanes,
and reoamiain lis. Thess species rely on the varving habits types and sesoaroes avalabis
sroughcut the Sisa Hells énd on the rallivg hills and grasy ok srvamnas of the Abmamson
Ranch. [1ihe Ahmawes Ranch were developed, s pobstantial portion of this rare and

i portad wikiile halsial woashd b ol [Ueever,

Ol even preater concem fod regeonal wildlfe perirence, though, i that the Ahmanson Ranch
e sbtimased vl n i of U rma FITTL TR ildlife habarat linkages in sounlere Calilinsis,

U he loog-berm persisicmoe of wildlile inihe Sanis Momics Moosining psd Sim) Hilld.
particularty large camivores sach as baheate, hadgers, snd moumain lions, w4l depend on
thasir ability ie move to and (o these (5o mounan rasges vie s habiml lsksge e Sini
ihills The simgle mosl impotant coneodlsen For wildinle movmg betwees Swe Sarts Monics
Mourtairs and Simi Hilki exists along a streich of the 160 Freeway mear the communities of
Aprera Hilks and Calabasas, The Ahmansos Ranch is ritwated directly im the path of this
hindkape, specalical v along e Goandshon pele befadin the Santa Momea and Santa Swans
L ICTT A TIT

If the Ahmanson Easch wene developed, the viabil ity of this comneciion woukd be

=i gnii ficamtly corsimined. bn particular, the linkage ares thal connect dee central Sams
Monica Mountains via Crummor. Las Virgenes, e Liberty Caryons will be severely limied,
Anieral moveasent, iF il oidurs, wauld be coafined o the msch nasrower lizksge provaded
thrediaeh Cheeseboro and upper Lis Viepenes Camyora, with no pusrantases S this sersild e
wilficeenl Becase of urcriaialige inheront in the sdgnes ﬁfﬂalm‘_;lﬂ Prﬁu:t
consegEenes ol 1he loss of Abmenson Raach ang $iMcall 1 cuscdly Flr-:iﬂ. Wi do kmow,

however, that such & large-scale development and its resulting habitat loss will definively have
major impacts on the coosystem. These impacts will not only be felt in the Simi Hills, but
alzo in the surrounding Santa Monica and Santa Susana Moontzins,

Drespite this sobering assessment, 1615 also important 10 emphasize the current Simi
HillsSanta Monica Mountaing/Santa Susana Mountains complex is one of the most diverse
and ecologically important areas in southern Californin. The Simi Hills serve as the center of
this complex and the stepping stone between the adjacent mountain ranges. Within the Simi
Hills, our research demonsteates that relatively large populabions of boheats and other
carnivores can exist, and that mountaio loss do roam freely hetween the Santa Susama
Mountains and Simi Hills, and in and around the Ahmanson Ranch property. Indeed, just this
wiek we documented movement of a voung male mountain lien lrom adjacent national park
land into the Alunarson Ranch. Clearly these animals are using the high quality habitats
allorded in the Simi Hills and Ahmanson Ranch, and depend on these areas for their dispersal
across the region.

Independent of connectivity values, the Ahmanson Ranch itsell represents imporiant unigue
hahitats that include rare oak savanna woodlands and grasslands. These habitals provide
foraging habitat for mammalian carnivores but also support an incredibly diverse army of
eaptors, Indecd, the Simi Hills contain kabitat for 13 species of breeding raptors and recent
surveys by NPS biologists confiem that healthy raptor populations persist in the area, Stream
surveys by NPS biologists have also shown that water quality remains high in the natural
areas of the Simi Hills, including in upper Las Virgenes Canyon sdjacent 1o Ahmanson
Ranch. Perhaps it is pot surprising that the last remaining population of red-legged frogs in
the region was discovered on Ahmanson Banch, Al wld, the Simi Hills overall and the
Abmanson Ranch in particular represent outstanding ceological treasures, These values are
substantially increased when considered with the habitat conneetivity roles of the Sini Hills
and Ahmanson Ranch,

In summary. the Ahmanson Ranch represents on extremely valuable and diverse habitat area
supporting many species of wildiife, These species depend on Ahmanszon Ranch for foraging
and hunting, but most imporantly for connectivity 10 other aneas within the Simi Hills and o
the Santa Monica and Santa Susana Mountains, The tremendous public investments already
made to proteet habitats in the Sante Monica Mountains National Recreation Arca {and the
cfforts now underway in the Santa Susana Mountaing) must aiso be considered. As
mentioned before, without extensive protected parkland in the Simi Hills, including habitats
in and around Ahmanson Ramch, we will further jeopardize the viability of the parklands
afready sequired snd rigk p public trust 1o conserve these resources in perpetuity,

[ you would ke additional information or background about our studies in the Simi Hills,
please feel free to contact me directly ar BO3-370-2339 ar via email al ray _sawwyioliiaps, gov,

Sincerely,
=
Ravmond M. Sauvagot, PRI,

Chiefof Planning, Science and Resource Management
and Adjunel Assistant Proftssor of Biology at DCLA and CSUN

12



